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Hneml at fcharttwm lie is oa Ws

i panted by hi daujbtcr and fate
v Ir Biiet To them Norbtrt iplia

Ethnical deUib of scbeme lie gfOt-
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when an uaeipected sight met Bay

I stood l f sr aa lim ose excaTatioi
that had evidea Iy dag out of the
reck Jby human or rafhfr stipertnima
bands

There was no doubt about It vba-
I saw bfor me vas ao freak of natxire-

ut most certaicly the work of creaimr-
i powerful as UM T saust ijave been r-

ifIient A rri actic staircase c ad-

mirable r Tortitns led by geatly slop-
ing wltic pa tcTa vestibule supported
uy piIJrs urtiiy of the CycJopa They
wf re fo rr fivr titnts loftier and larger
nan lhr of iho colciiDSde ef St Pe-

CTS a Io Hi 3 they wrro i hiselci-
o t of r iMii bf cl oi rnluohitc snd
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it was a however
o be able to exchange Ideas on a jour-

ney like But they managed
convfTse fcy

in this siasple art as they1 w sBtva long
in a few iioars hf to
himself intelligibly aa andersta

As they drew near tie hidden face
the moon Norbert c Sala gestrcieiy

his impatience and kept gestfculat-
ia from time to time as follows

I am positively dying to know
I is we are going to see J Just think
Kaddour what a singular spiece of

I for an afstronomerl I am actually
to behold What no as yet
deaxof I The sublime pacoraaia of

lunar night is t beoDdfdided for
benefit atone and from this vantas
ground In spate forbidden as It is
earthly telescopes we shall
tbe starry censtelMMsus of the
world

But do yoa think that tie Invisi-
ble hemisphere Will iw tilts
one asfeed s f4 pr to fee ia
formed iat Use time to

I Norbert whom he was dally
to like ja ft dire o aappoiB-

tit Is replied Snerelj
the unknown surface of the moon that
We long to see but also the ipectacH-

lacomparable point It wit b

beautiful IC te9 1 W s1is both e
that we are lo iis ih first tijw

the other familiar details of the
they will be brought oat Into nigh
lief and shown greatest a i

a the black gr pad f pef-
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the est that Mi

nearing foursome fwc
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for by
tuft splendor
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4M rfepHy a is star
three hundred awl Sfty hours con
timely they reigaea i the clotidless

offered to Hw beholder
every opportunity of taftfeg minutest
observation as altitude and ron
fia sration It was indeed what Norbort

dazzling in grandeur
When he rectt erea SHSciently to t

up bis telescope he found himself almoBt
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tracted and all Ma limbs wore mnnbed
His Unsgs coUld scarcely brtathe the
oxygen of IsIs retpirator and there was
a keen pain across his tempi Another
mionte he would have frozen

He was mraittgJjack with a gesture of
mpatnc to tell Kaddour that ti e7

must perforce return to the lighted
zoRQ when on a sitdiSen he eaagbf sKh
afar oil cf aretf glare jipon the eurface-

of the mcon Ooe might havo taken its
flickering to proeeeii from a beacofi Sre

It s a lgbhouse or a oleano
thought Kortert

He took Kaddour by the hand SG f be
were a child four years oM and ran

could The vio-

lent cxcroufe soon warmed iaeia both
v nf such a pgc h2t

over the thrrf or fmir Ira

It wag the last snrrtvor of a

volcano JTRV out a welcome Ka
rtonr rni Xorbrr cn aniped hj-

he the flrt nnd vrir tl their rnzrn

pd forth fir and sncoke and va iii by-

ih rxuirinir ftmc s vhiU n

r 5i rMiiibling roHrd A rrr nd rna-
avh n icini f iei f vluifc silence

wQUld reignfor an instant During these
intervals Xorbert fancied he heard wa

foVTlc
Look fr ie a se Of the

itt the fttOt Of the

with tbe Tbfeand that

i

and

owarsi it as haid as he

snd ey
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Every now and again the orater

tttL errs

I

V

sade a tiny geyser
t k
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i

fed it Fnifcil rose a watcrjp ut about
a yard inI ppCit eaa idto seven
or eight explosion took
plare i

The water as 0 B good it was full of
sulphurous ftflrs made it

t reasure
They det

not tp he despised

i there and

and tea

the
When he J rbert vg bia

telescope if TJ B-

rvR3 not titan for him t f taRe aoany ob-

servations ij vlia saw enough togfyfe

result to seiegee it been possible t-

sfet up an observatory there
UrafiW a if etane were not vitstole

He looluSa a Satar remembering weft
the first Jw had seea the planet
when one day youth he had bees
allowed to look through au ordinary
Jaelecopc in public garden and had

these feiiled on his future

JEto what ihai early impression to
present emoUoa lie slated the

clear brightness of rlBg
Saturn 3 will a golden

The ring appeared divided lnto
three segments and formed of several

peentric circles The shadow it cast
the planet as well as the shadowet by the planet upon It and the bawU

encircling the all stood out lili
avviteDaeeoIor di drawing on the

ofv black aes One might have
only a feV yards separated the

inoon frost the planet and that one only
to stretch out a hand m it were t

touch that far distant werW-
IK he could hare spared the time whet

discoveries might not Norlferi have
Je from such a vantage ground in thf-

rferyorof his scientific genius What tn-
eisesting observations tit the starry

ilxswvbna What studies in spectral anal
He gazed at the wonders above j

hfn till itself wag forgotten and

in the moon or in space
the condltiott of mortality

Oft a sndd a hla sleeve was pulled
looking down coming

thBhighest heaven he beheld Kaddoa
raising beseech leg to him

Ah It is you Kad4o fII want
to tool through the teleaaeoper

Do you knew how long you have ben
star gasttig said kadidour Mnio-

fo pFefefe s thirty minutes oraiora
Kaddour I

should disturbed now tteiljr
that I

Y d are right much chUg
ed to you for reminding me HadtkMfr
We must not them uselessly
Bt ai take at the rings of

and t anything else you like
in the sky then we will pack up sail
oiH kV f
Twenty JfWrrB later the two weary

traveieins retnrne to the observatory
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that
yards when the

that nan
ous but tiZi it was trafer end a

tbcreore
to remain

rthying thaueliee with a substantial
ropaS ofbisvtttt cold meat
thcy wrapped themselves In woolen cot
erin e and ereoon fastasleep takIng
tho precautbetilo renew the oxygen in

beat eftbe wCtoTepOttt

awoke eel
tstudied the sky

him an tds of what mIght hiie b en tht
had

time
In his

a
then and
career

wan
his as

the nyaterious
that surrounds a
baud

upon

globe

back-
ground
thought

bad
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time
and he no longer knew whether be Was

suspended be-

yond

and down rosa

eyes
you

lit
mimic language

Four honest answered
not lava you
am afraid your friends will he-

ttnviolyi

and tam

slant
a glance

Saturn
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THE MANUSCRIPT
On to Tehbali Xorbert afi

Kaddour recounted their adventures Ii

the Invisible hemisphere and heard in
return a full scctmnt of GertradvV dis-
covery Xorljert at occe announced bin
latentleh of visiting selenlc njotia
men without Gertrude and the

tie had no sooner ent rd the bafWfBg

Peculiarity in all the frescoes has
reliefs which was Indeed welt calculated
to strike the eye of an ftslronomer Two
suns were represented in fte lunar sky
one naH the otbfr large

His companion loofced on with the
deepest attention while Jforbert ex-
plained 03 hi fSngen the reason of the

There ran be little doiibt he said
that the bis sun in these decoration

represents the earth still in an mean
descent stage which is in itself a proof
of the extreme antkuftty of this bniWiog
Tr prestrvatien isr due to the

n of rain xrlad or atmospheric ds-
inriarcc of iiy kind and the variations

f lujsrr f aperatyrG have probably but

Rpraarkins the pyraiQidal shape of the
fline ronUnaed-

vuM JB that the Seleaites were
nr sin ith the laws of meebanics
i irr h earth sufficiently to
adroit of l fe upon her surfaee As weigh-
ts six Mires less here than on terrestrial
soii i frisdiaifs had to be raised ac
mrMnj on much wider and deeper
fovodatiom Sel nH knew title

their monument stands after my-
riads of ages have passed

What this be asked Gertrude
hort before a kiiii oftri ngw

frarr i i a t she had not noticinl on her
v-

On a jjt to be ait-
Imnaense over dined By fiieaiis of

t

returning

the
delay

doctor aeconspatrxeil hitis

han hn 0 e whs arrested byra strang
sad

pben xtienen

non east

L tt

1

wag cud

The

can

V

turned out
I

sue I
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slides shotting like a fan one over
the other This door gave access into
second hall which aalfke the other was
not empty It contained a great many
articles of furniture all of theta broad
and massive reminding one of a pyra
mid eves the sets going op lute a
P1

These latter t T colossal dimeteions
5ed apparently for forms as

gigantic as the Buddha of the Indian
temples This hypothesis was confirmed
by the discovery that they were all mode
of fin gold now much tarnished by
time On the earth these seats would
have bees of fn as value front a pe
ciinlary point of view

ft is marvelous spelt the doctor
on his fingers The Sefenitea a uat have
known hew to make they zaust
have been possessed of the
pUIlosophers stone of the alchemists

Wfiat uncte asked Gertrude is-

it possible that you believe in
science of aiehemy

I do not believe t Sr have r
found yet how to make gold but L

do not see they shield not
ceedan wered he Modern ehead-
stryi day by day reducing the number
of elementary bodies aught wo-
Xaow may Oslo day prove that gohl-
is simply composed of a colUtfled gsa
a common as nitrogen It would only
add one more to the Ions list of sur
priaea in naibre

They lied reached a dOor similar to
tbe nrsf opening in the same way In

third hall a jnarvelous sight
awaited these

t

I

1

I

1

1

allie
a

were

geld
so called

the

that
out

why sue

For
she

the beyond
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In the middle rose an Immense cata-
falque If the eight or ten storied struc-
ture could with propriety be so termed
On the highest story lay a statue of co-

lossal proportion in the attitude of
sleep a ray of light falling on it through
the crystal apertures In the roof It
was a sleeping statue ef Hercules but

far superior to the earthly Her
culel In every respect was this image
of massive gold

I must measure said la doctor
to himself as not without difficulty he
cHnibed the steps of the catafalque

When he reached the top he took a
lope from his pocket and had just as-

certained the length to be thirty feet
teens the head to the feet when the
slaUte rrumbiei away Yet he had
scarce even touched it

The features disappeared ia R cloud of
gold dust and in their place the doctor
saw only a colossal skull

A skeleton be cried It is the
skeleton of a TitAH

Caught up and repeated by four or five

echoes the voice resounded through the

some cathedral
These was ftir in the balm then

7 The doctors discovery was so absorb
lH they s irc Iy no 1e i this last
fact

It was indeed a human skeleton thirty
feet There it lay half cvered
with its gold cuticle

So we may conclude the moon
was inhabited and the Selenitee were
giants safd the doctor

3Tt aJl events this one was a giant
said Norbert laughing and glad toannd
his tongue unchained at last

Not only this one replied the doctor
his high perch A gigantic stature
imperative for the inhabitants of

the moon As Us gravity Js six times
less than that of our globe trees plants

and scheMe men where there
were such were necessarily bound to

proportionately in height and
strength

But asked Gertrude how do you
this sudden transformation of a

how

itt

as tf it had been thenave of

that

long still

that

rota
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gold statue into a skeleton
It pgver was a tatn Evidently the

elenftes had a custom similar to that
of Egypt of enveloping their dead In
thin metallic shrouds I should not
wonder if specimen before us had
been so treated I y say Imprudence

respected
The doctor was about to descend

when he noticed a roil of paper in the
sk etons bands Tatrag ft from Its
silent possessor he found it was in-

scribed orer with strange characters
Her is the greatest marvel of all

he said down with his prize
He was ia sucK haste to examine it

t east that he proposed an immediate
return They retraced their stepe
therefore conversing as long as they

etc
Tbe air that we have just left saMt

Norbert was at one time the
fcsfaDaetlcally sealed in that confined
place it shews that at that period the

in tile moon must have been
Hie onr own has only lost

In the of the ages ani
hence has become unfit to sustain life
What remains jnast ia my opinion be
pure nitrogen more or less ft would

he fact and also
exceedingly useful to s j

to returnhig to the observatory the
doctor made te t study his P P TUS
But after some hours of vain effort he
was obliged to own that h had failed j

Jfoticins discomforpine Kaddour
asked slnd received permission to try

skill on the selenic document
end of a quarter of an hour he gave

it thus
sun the Son of the Northern Star

slept the last sleep on the fourth day
of the ninth year of the thirtysecond
cycle

The translation was received with
little Incredulity at nrst but Kad

dour held to late point with so much
vigor that the doctor was at last con-
vinced awl could not but admire the
sagacity of the little mna

On wliicli the dwarf observed with
show of reason that the papyrus

was a good instance writing being
used to represent not words but Ideas

j
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that were Independent of languages and
and could be understood by all men
alike

CHAPTER XXXIX

PREPARATIONS FOR THE RETURN
Norbert at this moment returning frotn

the chemical laboratory where be Iwd
been shdt up for some time alone in-

quired what was the subject they were
discussing

I should be very much disposed for
my part he said M once to admit
KadOour theory It has A tendency to
preen that the Selenites were aOcastom
ed to take the names of stars which is
srj propriate to a race poMessert
such fxeeptiocal oppartualtics of know-
ing science of the heavens The
cycle here mentioned is probably a great
astronomical cycle which is a confirma-
tion of first impression concerning
the very great antiquity of the papyrtt
I myself moreover continued Herbert
have made time important discovery tbatl

the Innar atmosphere Is composed of Hi

togen mingled with some traces of
oxygen

This feet also explains the perfect
transparency of this atmosphere nJ
its ahaoluie dryness Another phenono
non which puzzled me is now also made
plain hat we can breathe for hree or
four hours or more with the small pro
t ien of oxygen In our respirators A

proportion of 20 to 23 per cent of this
oxygen mingled with lunar nltrogon
gives us air as breathable as that of the
earth As our respirators do not fit
quite tightljt onour faces the two gases
are able to unite and so we are able to
breath freely

Well that is somethlngiworth hear

I

J

i

t

that

the

Our
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¬

¬

¬

lug said Ihc doctor
We are vrtain continued Norbert

to have sufficient air now for instead
of our obliged as I thought to
consume pure oxygen toward the end
we need only manufacture a nilxture of
nitrogen and oxygen or In onher words
as much artificial air as we want for in-

ternal use In the observrtory
Then on are decidedly of opinion

inquired the doctor that the air of the
moon has beers analogous to ours in
proportion to its density and that she
has gradual used up her oxygen

Precisely We have the proof iu the

selenic building and the fact that life
once existent on the moon has now dis
appeared You will note also the visible
predominance of iron in alt the sur
rounding rocks they are all deeply ox

The animal vegetable and min-
eral world of the moon absorbed all its
oxygen anti life then became extinct

Norbects news had put everyone into
good humor They were all therefore
eager to help him after dinner in storing

Tor the needs of the long lunar
nipbt For this purpose a number of
solar condensers were set to work to
heat gigantic stones to a white heat
which were men laid under thp floor of
the store rooms

At the same time large quantities of
oxygen wore fabricated to renew the air
of the crater which was beginning to
rarefy

It only remained to bear patiently the
long monotonous lunar night until
with the return of the sun the conies
mirrors would be once more sej going
and the weary travelers attempt to re
gain their native soil

But what untold dangers might not
attend this grand effort of the casta
ways

Norbert was resolved to leave noth-
ing to chance or to the possible im-

prudence of one of his companions
as the wholeresponaibility rested upon
him the leader and chief He Invented
a new mechanism to set the central ao

being

remnant of old air In the crypt of the

Mixed
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paratus at work but resolved to keep it
a profound secret It was similar to
the patented lock of a strong box and
opened at a glen word only He alone

j had it In his power to establish the eon
and transform the reck of Tehbali

Into a magnet once more
The last hours of the day were de

j voted to constructing a lofty iron fence
oa the esplanade to support a horizontal
axis of polished steel OR thSs was to
be suspended at the right moment a
large silken arachute held open by
movable framework and furnished with

j a car la which eleven castaways
j were to seat themselves In readiness for
the descent the moment the moon was
sumcieatly near the earth Their weight
would act as ballast and boar the aerial
ship toward the greater attracting
power the earth S

CHAPTER XL
AN ECLIPSE OF THE SUN

Meanwhile Norbert lost ao epper
f studyin heavens

the protuberances of the sad he
perceived that The sun was about to

eclipsed y the earth He hastened j

to Inforin his companion of the later
spectacle soon to be unfolded

befifre their admiring eyes The cam I

dimensions of the earth as itap
peered ia the lunar sky led them to ex-
pect some wonderful effects hut the
reality far surpassed their imagination

They hart scarcely time to take tap
their position on the esplanade fur-
nished with smoked glasses for the pro-
tection of the eyes and with the indis-
pensable store of oxygen when the con
tact was established

First a golden crescent slowly wound
round the earth casting a radiant aure-
ole over the black disk Little by lit
tie as the sun disappeared behind the
earth the golden aureole crept on until
It surrounded the whole circumference
of the terrestrial screen and completed
the occulation to the intense admira
tion of the spectators

All around the immense disk equal in
appearance to fourteen moons seen from
the earth shone an orange colored ring
of light bordered by a acarlet
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The beast landscape which was now in
shade assumed a rosy tint softenri

the details touching hf summits
SOil craters violet colored rays or
fairylike beauty

Our travelers wwe so enrapture
with te soft effect of ttio waves of
light ea the lunar ttedscap that h y
could not for some time tear tbemseie4
away Ute spectacle But at Ion h
they retained i draw i ng room t

the eclipse wooJd last some hours
longer

Nerbcrts first care to photograph
the country under aspect a
he hid already done to its ordinary
dretnr lie managed to get a tolerably
good cgtive

Gertrude tad her thimahty too
by ptty ae auftjjgily said to him

Monsieur MawsyT want so ask you
a favor

Ii it necessary tor s o tell you
that I s n only ie tOo ll w to grantv

casaot kelp pitying tkOt four pris
coors for set being able to t e this mar
velov ecttpoe It Is heed enough thai
they should be exfted OB th moon anj
yet know aotMas of tier curious iphts-
CotiM you 0t allow them to see
clipter-

KM Mag easter Virgil takes them
for a walk twice daily round toe circular
passage Me shall let them out now

Oh give them a complete holiday
Let them come on the esplanade They
could see nothing from the circular pas-
sage

Be it so You have heard Virgil
what mademoiselle wishes Let them go
cut at onee

t-
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At this moment Norbert happening to
look at KaddoOT who was helping him in
his photographic operations was amazed
at his expression

What fe ItT he sid Are you sur
pris d the a little hdmaniiy should be
shown those unhappy beings worthless

they beT
Unhappy Those scoundrels un-

happy roared Kaddour He you call

like princes Are they to be amused k
addition Ah I would amuse then
nicely if I lied the chance

tag the prisoners through the circular
passage to the edge of flic esplanade
There was no danger of any attempt at
escape on account of the impossibility
of breathing without oxygen they were
therefore left entirely free

Norbert was afraid that this might ex-
asperate Kadlou au consequently sent
him to the laboratory tc
take proofs from the negative Th
prisoaers were allowed two hours lib
ertyr od only at the close or the eclipse
were they led buck to their prison Kad
dour anti others wore then summoned
te witness last phase of the phe
nomenon whiei was quite worthy of the

On his return to Us seem Norbert took
the opportunity to question Virgil con

macro He learned that they were toler-
ably submissive sid even grateful for
the consideration shown theta but terri-
bly lazy and most suspicions

I cannot get it out otf their heads that

go said Virgil I have tried every ar
gument I could think of to convince them
of your good faith But it is of no use
They rooted coarictioB that it is
but natural you should treat them as
doubtless they would not hesitate to treat
you in like clue

Tell them answered Norbert that
I am not going to let them escape a pub
lice exposure Thejrneed not think they
are going ta get off with a few days im-

prisonment I intend to denounce them

though
vile

them unhappy when they are only as-

prisoned in their own lodging and fe

Just at thls moment Virgil was brifig

the
tbs

beginnIng

ceraing the general behavior csf the pris

you intetl toleave them here when we

hare a
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before first tribunal available before
any jury so long s It hje composed of
honest men who shall arbitrate between
them and me They ehall lose nothing
by waiting they my depend upon that
But keep on repeating that r nave not the
slightest idea of leaving them here
Moreover I shall takf into account the
assistance they rendered in puttipg
our machines date working order and
my indulgence shall be In exact propor-
tion to their industry

The succeeding hours were utilized in
making the final preparations for the
coming lunar night

Twenty two tons of chlorate of potas-
sium had been employed fa the fabrica-
tion of the oxygen that flowing through
a leathers tube was to mingle with
that remaining air is crater They
had eight easfcs in reserve and there
was every hope that nothing would

pea te prevent the final departure
The parabolic mirrors had a41 been

repaired It onl remained to stop up
the doors and windows front the ex-

treme cold and lay in a good stock of
patience for the prodidouB night of
three hundred sad fiftyJOor hours now
so clone ar hand

The tan drew near tbe western iori-
zoa of the lunar heavens H reached
it and sank slowly behind the neighbor
tag moHXitatas

The spectacle was cwrfera front Us
novelty but there was fleas of the
sptemior that had signalized the eclipse
not was there eves the bounty of an
earthly sunset That marvelous light-
ing cp of belgbt after height the cfouds
of purple and gold nod faapke rays of
light which the greet luminarj displays
at the hour of departure were unknown
on the moos for the reason that th
lunar atmosphere being perfectly snare
lusceat knows neither tlouds or vapor-
I The sun therefore simply went owa
without fireworks parade His disk
slowly sank tower and ioypr for the
space of an and theo disappeared
front view leaving a few goo streaks
on the highest summits for few min-
utes after which without transition of
twilight night settled down ia all its
darkness over the visible face of
moon
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